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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Page 1 1 , Lines 11-13: the wires "40", "50", "42", and "52" are shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 2 - please delete the parentheses and text therein; 

b. Page 19, Lines 8-9: the wires "140", "150", "142", and "152" are shown in 
FIGS. 6 and 7 - please delete the parentheses and text therein; 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 12 recites 
the limitation "said base" in line 1 of the claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 1-2 and 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nau (U.S. Patent 5390090). 

5. With regards to Claim 1 , Nau discloses a ground supported lamp for a masonry 
structure [see Abstract] including: 

- a support [Figure 1: (12)] having first [Figure 1: (50)] and second [Figure 1: 
(32)] ends opposite of one another that define an internal cavity; 

- whereby the support member has a size and shape similar to an aperture 
[Figure 1 : (52)] of the masonry structure; 

- an electrical socket [Figure 1 : (16)] removably received within the cavity of 
the support member; and 

- a modular light assembly [Figure 1 : (14)], having a light source [Figure 1 : 
(26)], removably mounted to and substantially covering the first end of the 
support member; 

- whereby the modular light assembly is releasably connected [Figure 1 : (22, 
24)] to the socket such that the socket is removed form the cavity of the 
support when the modular light assembly is removed from the first end of the 
support member, thus allowing the modular light assembly to be disconnected 
from the socket for the purpose of repair or replacement externally of the 
masonry structure [Column 2, Lines 1-5;Column 2, Line 63 - Column 3, Line 
9]. 

6. With regards to Claim 2, Nau discloses at least one electrical wire [Figure 1: (28)] 
having first and second ends opposite of one another, whereby the first end is 
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electrically connected to the socket and the second end is electrically connected to an 
external power source, and wherein the wires being adapted or are of a predetermined 
length to allow the socket to be removed from the cavity of the support member of the 
modular light assembly when removed from the first end of the support member 
[Column 3, Lines 10-14]. 

7. With regards to Claim 4, Nau discloses the modular light assembly including a 
shielding means [Figure 1: (18)] for the light source. 

8. With regards to Claim 5, Nau discloses the shielding means including a lens cap 
[Figure 1: (18)]. 

9. Claims 11-12, 14-15, 18, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nau (U.S. Patent 5390090). 

10. With regards to Claim 1 1 , Nau discloses a ground supported lamp including: 

- a masonry structure [Figure 1 : (66)] having an exterior surface and an interior 
surface opposite the exterior surface, and a aperture [Figure 1: between (52)] 
formed within the exterior surface; 

- a light fixture with a support member [Figure 1 : (12)] having first [Figure 1 : 
(50)] and second [Figure 1 : (32)] ends opposite of one another that define an 
internal cavity; 

- whereby the support member has a size and shape similar to an aperture 
[Figure 1 : (52)] of the masonry structure such that the first end of the support 
member is proximate to the exterior surface of the masonry structure; 
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- an electrical socket [Figure 1 : (16)] removably received within the cavity of 
the support member; and 

- a modular light assembly [Figure 1: (14)], having a light source [Figure 1: 
(26)], removably mounted to and substantially covering the first end of the 
support member; 

- whereby the modular light assembly is releasably connected [Figure 1 : (22, 
24)] to the socket such that the socket is removed form the cavity of the 
support when the modular light assembly is removed from the first end of the 
support member, thus allowing the modular light assembly to be disconnected 
from the socket for the purpose of repair or replacement externally of the 
masonry structure [Column 2, Lines 1-5;Column 2, Line 63 - Column 3, Line 
9]- 

1 1 . With regards to Claim 12, Nau discloses at least one electrical wire [Figure 1 : 
(28)] having first and second ends opposite of one another, whereby the first end is 
electrically connected to the socket and the second end is electrically connected to an 
external power source, and wherein the wires being adapted or are of a predetermined 
length to allow the socket to be removed from the cavity of the support member of the 
modular light assembly when removed from the first end of the support member 
[Column 3, Lines 10-14]. 

12. With regards to Claim 14, Nau discloses the modular light assembly including a 
shielding means [Figure 1 : (18)] for the light source. 
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13. With regards to Claim 15, Nau discloses the shielding means including a lens 
cap [Figure 1: (18)]. 

14. With regards to Claim 18, Nau discloses the aperture [Figure 1: (52)] of the 
masonry structure extending from the exterior surface [Figure 1 : top of (66)] to the 
interior surface [Figure 1 : bottom of (66)] of the masonry structure. 

15. With regards to Claim 26, Nau discloses the masonry structure [Figure 1 : (66)] 
being a paver block [Figure 4; Column 4, Lines 46-48]. 

16. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nau (U.S. 
Patent 5390090). 

Nau discloses a ground supported lamp providing: 

- a masonry structure [Figure 1 : (66)] having an exterior surface and an interior 
surface opposite the exterior surface, and a aperture [Figure 1 : between (52)] 
formed within the exterior surface; 

- a light fixture with a support member [Figure 1 : (12)] having first [Figure 1 : 
(50)] and second [Figure 1 : (32)] ends opposite of one another that define an 
internal cavity; 

- whereby the support member has a size and shape similar to an aperture 
[Figure 1 : (52)] of the masonry structure such that the first end of the support 
member is proximate to the exterior surface of the masonry structure; 

- a modular light assembly [Figure 1 : (14)], having a light source [Figure 1 : 
(26)], removably mounted to and substantially covering the first end of the 
support member; and 
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- an electrical connection [Figure 1 : (28)] within the cavity of the support 
member for electrically connecting the modular light assembly to an external 
power source [Column 3, Lines 10-14]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nau (U.S. 
Patent 5390090) as applied to Claim 2 above, and further in view of Glover (U.S. Patent 
3824524). 

Nau discloses the claimed invention as claimed above, but does not specifically 
teach the modular light assembly including a connector for electrically connecting the 
modular light assembly to the socket. 

Glover teaches an electrical connector assembly for facilitating electrical 
communication [Figures 1-7]. 

It would have been obvious to modify the modular light assembly of Nau to 
incorporate the electrical connector assembly of Glover to facilitate easy electrical 
connection and safety to a user. 

18. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nau 
(U.S. Patent 5390090) as applied to Claim 5 above, and further in view of Rizkin et al. 
(U.S. Patent 6565239). 
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Nau discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not specifically 
teach the light source of the modular light assembly including an incandescent bulb (re: 
Claim 6) or a light emitting diode (re: Claim 7). 

Rizkin teaches, "Those skilled in the art generally know that conventional light 
sources, such as incandescent lamps and a vast assortment of other so-called 
'standard' light sources, frequently possess a relative luminous intensity output 
characteristic as is depicted in profile by curve 1, shown in dashed-and-dotted line. We 
refer to such a luminous intensity profile as a "main beam" which produces a light output 
that is generally equally distributed about a central angular displacement region. 
Certain commercially-available light emitting diodes , however, may possess a luminous 
intensity output characteristic with the light output peaking at about +/- 40 degrees 
relative to zero degrees angular displacement at the center of the region (optical axis) 
[Column 7, Lines 25-38; underlines added by examiner for emphasis]." 

It would have been obvious to modify the modular light assembly of Nau to 
incorporate either the incandescent lamp or light emitting diodes of Rizkin to ensure 
proper illumination for the system. Such a limitation is considered an obvious matter of 
design preference, whereby both sources are commonly known within the art. 
19. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nau (U.S. 
Patent 5390090) as applied to Claim 1 above, and further in view of applicant's admitted 
prior art. 

Nau discloses the claimed invention as cited above. In addition, Nau teaches, "A 
flexible, e.g. rubber, seal or gasket 46 is disposed in the space 48 between shoulder 42 
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and lug 44, and extending upwardly in the space 48' between the upper end 50 of the 
bulb housing 14 and the adjacent upper side wall 52 of the case 12. The seal or gasket 
46 is preferably of a soft resilient plastic or rubber which stretches around the upper end 
or top 50 of the bulb housing 14 and serves to align the lens 18 on the case and to 
prevent passage of debris into the interior 54 of the case. The seal 46 also prevents 
any significant amount of water from entering the interior of case 54 [Column 3, Lines 
28-38]." Nau does not specifically teach the seal 48 being an adhesive. 

Applicant's admitted prior art teaches, "The adhesive 38 may be, but is not 
limited to, materials commonly known in the art as "electricians putty" or "pavement 
adhesive", which, while providing a flexible watertight seal, may be removed if 
necessary [Page 8, Lines 23-25; underline added by examiner]." 

It would have been obvious to modify the seal of Nau to incorporate the 
"electricians putty" or "pavement adhesive" of applicant's admitted prior art to ensure a 
flexible, removable, and watertight seal for the light assembly. 

20. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nau 
(U.S. Patent 5390090) as applied to Claim 1 above, and further in view of Ponton et al. 
(U.S. Patent 5924790). 

Nau discloses the claimed invention as cited above. In addition, Nau teaches, 
"When it is desired to remove the bulb housing 14 and its associated components 
including side supports 34 and lens 18 from the interior of the case, e.g. for replacement 
of an electric bulb and/or cleaning of the interior of the case, this can be achieved by 
insertion of a suitable instrument such as a screwdriver into one or both of the slots 60, 



Application/Control Number: 10/757,952 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2875 

and urging the unit 14 and its associated components upwardly so as to disengage the 
tabs 38 on side supports 34 from their locked or cammed position in grooves 40 and 
permit removal of the bulb housing and the lens from the case . During such upward 
movement, the seal 46 is also removed [Column 4, Lines 1-13; underline added by 
examiner]." Nau does not specifically teach the support member including a mounting 
bracket mounted to the first end of the support member (re: Claim 9) and adapted to 
receive a cam lock on the modular light assembly (re: Claim 10). 

Ponton teaches, "The mounting bracket of the present invention includes at least 
one respective flexible tongue which may be used for engagement with each locking lug 
of the cup-shaped body of the lamp housing. For example, in the embodiment 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3, the second portion 72 of the mounting bracket 14 includes a 
first flexible tongue 82 constructed and arranged for engagement with the locking lug 26 
and a second flexible tongue 84 constructed and arranged for engagement with the 
locking lug 28. The first flexible tongue 82 and the second flexible tongue 84 comprise 
respective first lug engaging surfaces 86, 88 and second lug engaging surfaces 90, 92. 
The first flexible tongue 82 and the second flexible tongue 84 are spaced from each 
other and extend in the direction 46 and axis 24 towards the first portion 68. Positioned 
between, and parallel to tongues 82 and 84 are ribs 87, and 89. Extending 
perpendicular to axial ribs 87 and 89 near the bases of tongues 82 and 84 are cross ribs 
91 and 93. Axial ribs 87 and 89 extend for the lengths of tongues 82 and 84, and cross 
ribs 91 and 93 extend to intersect the base regions of tongues 82 and 84. An additional 
cross rib 95 runs between stepped portions 74 and 76. Axial ribs 87 and 89 resist 
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flexing of portion 72 in the region along the length of tongues 82 and 84. Similarly, 
cross ribs 91 , 93 and 95 resist twisting of portion 72 in the region of tongues 82 and 84. 
By resisting flexing and twisting in the region of tongues 82 and 84, portion 72 resists 
dynamic actions that might lift tongues 82 and 84 from securely latching camming 
surfaces 30, 32 and locking surfaces 34, 36. The relative interior location of the ribs 
hides them form view, letting the visual edges be reduced in thickness [Column 3, Line 
51 - Column 4, Line 14]." 

It would have been obvious to modify the support member and modular light 
assembly of Nau to incorporate the mounting bracket with cam lock mechanism of 
Ponton to ensure an easy installment/removal of the light assembly from the support 
member/case. 

21. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nau 
(U.S. Patent 5390090) as applied to Claim 12 above, and further in view of Glover (U.S. 
Patent 3824524). 

Nau discloses the claimed invention as claimed above, but does not specifically 
teach the modular light assembly including a connector for electrically connecting the 
modular light assembly to the socket. 

Glover teaches an electrical connector assembly for facilitating electrical 
communication [Figures 1-7]. 

It would have been obvious to modify the modular light assembly of Nau to 
incorporate the electrical connector assembly of Glover to facilitate easy electrical 
connection and safety to a user. 
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22. Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nau (U.S. Patent 5390090) as applied to Claim 15 above, and further in view of Rizkin 
et al. (U.S. Patent 6565239). 

Nau discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not specifically 
teach the light source of the modular light assembly including an incandescent bulb (re: 
Claim 16) or a light emitting diode (re: Claim 17). 

Rizkin teaches, "Those skilled in the art generally know that conventional light 
sources, such as incandescent lamps and a vast assortment of other so-called 
'standard' light sources, frequently possess a relative luminous intensity output 
characteristic as is depicted in profile by curve 1, shown in dashed-and-dotted line. We 
refer to such a luminous intensity profile as a "main beam" which produces a light output 
that is generally equally distributed about a central angular displacement region. 
Certain commercially-available light emitting diodes , however, may possess a luminous 
intensity output characteristic with the light output peaking at about +/- 40 degrees 
relative to zero degrees angular displacement at the center of the region (optical axis) 
[Column 7, Lines 25-38; underlines added by examiner for emphasis]." 

It would have been obvious to modify the modular light assembly of Nau to 
incorporate either the incandescent lamp or light emitting diodes of Rizkin to ensure 
proper illumination for the system. Such a limitation is considered an obvious matter of 
design preference, whereby both sources are commonly known within the art. 
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23. Claims 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nau (U.S. Patent 5390090) as applied to Claim 18 above, and further in view of 
Copeland (U.S. Patent 4697950). 

24. With regards to Claim 19, Nau discloses the claimed invention as cited above, 
but does not specifically teach the aperture of the masonry structure having a cylindrical 
shape with a substantially constant diameter from the exterior surface to the interior 
surface of the masonry structure. 

Copeland teaches a ground [Figures 1-6: (12)] having an aperture of a cylindrical 
shape with a substantially constant diameter from an exterior to an interior surface so as 
to accommodate an illuminating stepping pad. 

It would have been obvious to modify the masonry structure of Nau to 
incorporate the cylindrical shaped aperture of Copeland in order to provide an aesthetic 
appeal to the structure. Such a configuration is also an obvious matter of design since it 
has been held that mere changes in shape would be obvious to one ordinarily skilled in 
the art. In re Dailey, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966). 

25. With regards to Claim 20, Nau in view of Copeland discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Copeland teaches inhibiting means [Figure 4: (26, 
27)] positioned proximate an aperture [Figure 4: internal cavity where the light source 
(14) is disposed] at an interior surface [Figure 4: bottom of (31)], so as to inhibit a 
support member [Figure 4: (31)] from exiting the aperture at the interior surface. 

26. With regards to Claim 21 , Nau in view of Copeland discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Copeland teaches the inhibiting means [Figure 4: 
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(26, 27)] including a substantially flat plate [Figure 4: (26, 27)], whereby the plate 
substantially obstructs the aperture, and where the end of the support member [Figure 
4: (31)] engages the plate. 

27. With regards to Claim 22, Nau in view of Copeland discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Nau teaches the lens cap [Figure 1: (18)] being 
positioned substantially flush to the exterior surface of the masonry structure [Figure 1 : 

(66)]. 

28. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nau 
(U.S. Patent 5390090) as applied to Claim 1 1 above, and further in view of applicant's 
admitted prior art. 

Nau discloses the claimed invention as cited above. In addition, Nau teaches, "A 
flexible, e.g. rubber, seal or gasket 46 is disposed in the space 48 between shoulder 42 
and lug 44, and extending upwardly in the space 48' between the upper end 50 of the 
bulb housing 14 and the adjacent upper side wall 52 of the case 12. The seal or gasket 
46 is preferably of a soft resilient plastic or rubber which stretches around the upper end 
or top 50 of the bulb housing 14 and serves to align the lens 18 on the case and to 
prevent passage of debris into the interior 54 of the case. The seal 46 also prevents 
any significant amount of water from entering the interior of case 54 [Column 3, Lines 
28-38]." Nau does not specifically teach the seal 48 being an adhesive. 

Applicant's admitted prior art teaches, "The adhesive 38 may be, but is not 
limited to, materials commonly known in the art as "electricians putty" or "pavement 
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adhesive", which, while providing a flexible watertight seal, may be removed if 
necessary [Page 8, Lines 23-25; underline added by examiner]." 

It would have been obvious to modify the seal of Nau to incorporate the 
"electricians putty" or "pavement adhesive" of applicant's admitted prior art to ensure a 
flexible, removable, and watertight seal for the light assembly. 
29. Claims 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nau (U.S. Patent 5390090) as applied to Claim 1 1 above, and further in view of Ponton 
et al. (U.S. Patent 5924790). 

Nau discloses the claimed invention as cited above. In addition, Nau teaches, 
"When it is desired to remove the bulb housing 14 and its associated components 
including side supports 34 and lens 18 from the interior of the case, e.g. for replacement 
of an electric bulb and/or cleaning of the interior of the case, this can be achieved by 
insertion of a suitable instrument such as a screwdriver into one or both of the slots 60, 
and urging the unit 14 and its associated components upwardly so as to disengage the 
tabs 38 on side supports 34 from their locked or cammed position in grooves 40 and 
permit removal of the bulb housing and the lens from the case . During such upward 
movement, the seal 46 is also removed [Column 4, Lines 1-13; underline added by 
examiner]." Nau does not specifically teach the support member including a mounting 
bracket mounted to the first end of the support member (re: Claim 9) and adapted to 
receive a cam lock on the modular light assembly (re: Claim 10). 

Ponton teaches, "The mounting bracket of the present invention includes at least 
one respective flexible tongue which may be used for engagement with each locking lug 
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of the cup-shaped body of the lamp housing. For example, in the embodiment 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3, the second portion 72 of the mounting bracket 14 includes a 
first flexible tongue 82 constructed and arranged for engagement with the locking lug 26 
and a second flexible tongue 84 constructed and arranged for engagement with the 
locking lug 28. The first flexible tongue 82 and the second flexible tongue 84 comprise 
respective first lug engaging surfaces 86, 88 and second lug engaging surfaces 90, 92. 
The first flexible tongue 82 and the second flexible tongue 84 are spaced from each 
other and extend in the direction 46 and axis 24 towards the first portion 68. Positioned 
between, and parallel to tongues 82 and 84 are ribs 87, and 89. Extending 
perpendicular to axial ribs 87 and 89 near the bases of tongues 82 and 84 are cross ribs 
91 and 93. Axial ribs 87 and 89 extend for the lengths of tongues 82 and 84, and cross 
ribs 91 and 93 extend to intersect the base regions of tongues 82 and 84. An additional 
cross rib 95 runs between stepped portions 74 and 76. Axial ribs 87 and 89 resist 
flexing of portion 72 in the region along the length of tongues 82 and 84. Similarly, 
cross ribs 91 , 93 and 95 resist twisting of portion 72 in the region of tongues 82 and 84. 
By resisting flexing and twisting in the region of tongues 82 and 84, portion 72 resists 
dynamic actions that might lift tongues 82 and 84 from securely latching camming 
surfaces 30, 32 and locking surfaces 34, 36. The relative interior location of the ribs 
hides them form view, letting the visual edges be reduced in thickness [Column 3, Line 
51 - Column 4, Line 14]." 

It would have been obvious to modify the support member and modular light 
assembly of Nau to incorporate the mounting bracket with cam lock mechanism of 
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Ponton to ensure an easy installment/removal of the light assembly from the support 
member/case. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references have been cited to further show the state of the art 
pertinent to the current application, but are not considered exhaustive: 
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